Enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay for measurement of IgG antibody to Molluscum contagiosum virus and investigation of the serological relationship of the molecular types.
An ELISA was developed for measuring levels of IgG antibodies to Molluscum contagiosum virus (MCV) using DNA typed purified virus as antigen. The assay was found to be specific and sensitive for antibodies to MCV as well as being economical in its use of antigen. A close relationship was found between antibody levels to the MCV molecular types 1, 1v and 2 by cross-testing sera on plates coated with the different molecular types of the virus as antigen (P < 0.001).